Ig6  THE RECONSTRUCTION OF EUROPE
illusions and its violence had caused too many hates and
fears. The shock of all these hopes, illusions, hates, and
fears had so falsified standards, obscured the moral issues,
confusing right and wrong, and so overthrown the social
order and destroyed all logical thought, that for ten years
France and Europe had been in a state of chaos. In order
to prevent this chaos from exploding, the Revolution had
found no other expedient than to put heavier and heavier
shackles around it. Now that the Revolution had been
overthrown, the constructive mind, whose task is to direct
into useful channels the folly inherent in human nature,
was faced for the first time with a problem which pre-
sented a frightful contradiction. In order to deal wisely
and humanely with the frenzy let loose by so many ad-
ventures, it was first necessary to break the bonds with
which the Revolution, in its terror, had bound it. But
once these bonds had been broken, the frenzy would again
be loosed upon mankind with even greater violence than
before. The problem was whether the constructive mind
would be able to canalize this new frenzy. Metternich,
maintained that it was impossible, that only failure could
result. His lack of confidence blinded him to the one solu- f
tion, which lay in the courage of a king, a great king, who
was able to overcome the problem, at die risk of his own
position.
That great king was Louis XVIII. He wished the mon-
archy to succeed where the Revolution had failed, giving
France the right of opposition not only on paper but also
in actual practice. He succeeded because he had cpurage;
and he had courage, because, unlike Napoleon and the
Directory, he refused to heed the sinister advice of fear:
"By suppressing the opposition, you will stifle the dis-
content which causes so many fears and dangers and which
proceeds from that opposition." The question rises: why
did he have the courage which the Revolution and Na-
poleon lacked? The answer lies not in personal bravery,
which alone would have meant little, but in the fact that